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e7The Genius of Universal Emanci- 
ation will hereafter be printed in half 
sheets, (in the form of the present number.) 
and issued every other week; The princi- 
1 reasons for making fhis alteration, as 
sesnects the time of publication, are, that 
it will doubtless have a greater tendency to 
engage the public attention, by producing a 
more lively interest in the cause of Eman- 
eipation, than it may be expected to, if 
published but once in four weeks: and also, 
that it suits my own corivenience much bet- 
ter. The postage on the papers, sent by 
mail, will in consequence, be increased in 
a trifling degree; but subscribers will, on 
the other hand, receive sixteen more pa- 
»s than heretofore, in each volume.—And 
T cannot doubt, for a moment, that nearly 
al! will view it as best calculated to effect 
@e object tor which it is designed, under 
fie present regulations. The price will 
not be enhanced, to these who pay in ad- 
vance;——hut such as neglect payment un- 
ti! the end of the year, will in future be 


charged One dollar & fifty cents per annum, 


RELIGIOUS PRQFESSORS! 

In the c feats. letter of “‘Ireneus to 
Sophronia,” inserted in the present Num- 
ber, the following is submitted to the. con- 
sideration of Religious . professing Slave- 
kolders,—(See page 134.} 

«If al! the righteous blood which had 
ween hed upon the earth, from the 
blood of Abel to the blood of Zachari- 
@s, who rished between the Temple 
and the Altar, was required of the Jews, 
living at the time of the-incarnation of 
Christ, lam persuaded that our holders: of 
slaves, and traders in human flesh, had need 
tremble at the heavy demand which eter-, 
nal justice may yet make on them for those 
wivers of blood which shall be found in 
#heir skirts !” 

T hope the length of these leters will de- 
ter no one from giving them an attentive 
perusal. The ‘author ts certainly possessed 
of an ardent and persevering mind; as well 
as a deep, profound, and thorough know: 
edge of human nature. His language is 
nervous, bold & discriminating; and it will 
mot ‘be too much to say, that few, if any, 


republican institutions, or the vital princi- 
ples of the Christian religion, than he is, 

A certain learned Judge of one of the 
Courts in this State was heard to say, no€ 
long since, that If the Slavery of the ne» 
groes cannot be justified, the Bib e must be 
laid asides—or something to that effect.— 
It is also said that he has written a few pa» 
ges on the subject; but tho’ (I believe) he 
hasbeen strongly importuned to pubtish it, 
andis now so iar out of the reach of the 
people that the fickle breezes of popularie 
ty cannot affect him, he DARE NOT leé 
his. sentiments go forth in print. To thig 
gentleman I recommend a serious perusal 
of the letters of “Ireneus;’’ and if he wilk 
apply for them, he shall be presented with 
a file of the paper containing them. 


ELECTIONS. No. t. 
Next to life itself, nothing is more deat, 
to man than liberty. The means of pres 
serving it, when fairly possessed, should be 
no less an object of anxious svulicitude, and 
should always be as sedulously employed, 
as that of obtaining it, when entirely de- 
prived of the pleasures attending it. O8 
the various forms of government instituted 
among men, none of cheir provisiofis seem 
so well calculated to answer this great and 
important purpose as the elective franchises 
It serves as a rein in the hands of every 
one interested, to curb t:e factious, aspisl 
ing demagogue; to confine ihe fickle-minced, 
and the wavering, within proper boun sg 
and to guide the ignorant, who may chance 
to wield the sceptre of influence, in the 
path of duty. When corruptions have 
crept into the body politic; when the social 
system has become diseased, and the hectie 
ush denotes its feverish state, what is se 
well calculated to administer a wholeso o@ 
purgative, or a healthful anodyne, and re» 
store its pristine vigor, as the valuable in« 
gredients procured from the Ballot box? 
But in vain may we expect to profit 3 
its many virtues;in vain may we look f 
the benefits we anticipate, as likely to ree 
sult trom it, if we do not guard well the ava 
enues! that lead toit, It may, emphatical« 
ly speaking be viewed as an engine for the 
preservation and the perpetuity of our libs 
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into au instru nent for their certain destruc-; not to men: knowing that whatsoever. good 


tive. 


roiates earthly 


solely fo our 


There is no subject whaievers which/ thing any man doeth the same shail he re- 
condi-| ceive from the Lord, whether he be bond 


tion, thar isof more importance than this;| or free.” 


ant! ironght never, M any case tu be trifled| | 
with. if we suffer ourselves te crow) 
nezligent, and fail to excercise a watehful 
vigilance over it;if we permit the unhallow-| 
e:i footsteps, of corruption to mark ite | 
threshold;i! we allow it tobe polluted even. 
by the breath of depravity; we shall soon 
become the wretched victims of ovr own! 
folly, and bitteriv regret the state of things | 
that will inevitably ensue. 

TVhe grand difference between the state | 
on ‘ondition of the citizens of this repub-| 
lic andthat of the subjects of BE aropean | 
Boni ofiyms consists in the enjoyment of! 
that important privilege,—that inestimable | 


| 


boot, which was handed to us from our fa-! 
ties: The only condifion upon whic h it 
Wa. > -yneathed tous, is, that we preserve 
i! ‘rom contamination, and transmit it 
dawn, in the same state of purity, to our 
cl ‘aten, We are not prolibited from im- 
poving it, for our own, as well as for their) 
use, Lut we are bound in the most solemn 
manner, first, by filial duty, and secondly, 

by parental regard, to use our best exertions 
to prevent its deter ‘joration. 





This being premised, it may next be pro-! 

rtoenquire whether we have uniforinig 
hs enided by these considerations, and! 
how far we have supported the principles) 
ard maxiins here advocated.—-The exami-} 
nation’w! ‘nat point will be attended to in’ 
a future Number. 


eemeetiaaie 


For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
TO THE EDITOR. 

I was not a little surprised on noticing 
in the 40 Number of thy paper,the remarks 
of 2 writer who tries to palliate, and to 
jecify the continuance of slavery by > 
* ting some of the writings in the New Tes- 
t-went’ This appears to me as inconsist- 
ert as tu attempt to mingle light and dark- 





“Doing the wt!l of God from the heart,’ ” 
‘implies the will of God they should serve 
them that were their masters at that time; 
| Yet [ conceive this makes nothing in his fa- 
vour unless heis disposed to affirm thatthe - 
servants he thus admonished, were in a 
similar situation to those deeply injured 
‘descendants of Africa, in this land of boas- 
ted freedom. But I am inclined to believe 
the servants here spoken to, were hired; 
from his advice to their masters in the next 
i'verse—viz. “and ye masters do the same 
thing unto them forbearing thre: atenings 
knowing that your master is also in Heaven, 
neither is there respect of persons with 
him.”—(Eph. Chap, 6, Ver. 9,) And 

again, “masters give unto your servants 
that which is just and equal. ” (Col’s 4 
Chap. 1 Ver.) But how, or in what way, 
do you, slave holders give unto those (you 
are wont to call your servants,) that which 
is just and equal,” when you wrest 
their labour from them, and make them 
no restitution, nor yet allow them nourish- 
ment enough to support nature comfor tably, 
and still less clothing? Is this giving 
unte them that which is “just and equalt” 
If so, then you may profit by Paul’s advice 
to the servants of his day: ‘and admonish 
them to be ededient, ard serve vou, for, in 
that case, it is then duty.—But hear the 
language of James—viz. “Che labdurera 
which have reaped down your fields, and 
whose hire you have kept back by fraud, 
crieth: and the ery of them which reaped 
is entered into the ears of the Lord of Saba- 
oth.” (Jam: 5 Chap..4 Verse.)—And did 
he not Warn them of their sorrows then 
hastening? I am inclined to think that 
this, or any other writer, will be put to a 
stand to produce any of the apostles wri- 
tings, (unless evidently misappled,) in fa- 
vour of so horrible a practice. If he . 
will search the Bible. he may find ma- 





ness toge! yer. 

rhe Apostle in several! of his epistles, ad- 
MG: shee “Servants to be obedient to their 
masters:” and in oae or more places is ve- 
ry precise in this respect, expressing him- 
gelf tous. 

“Servants be obedient to them that are 


oar masters according to the flesh, with 
oar and trembling, withfsingleness of heart 
” ae nto | Carte. not with eye service as 
wen-pleskers, bat as the servants of Chist, 
doing the wit of God from the heart, with 


gvod- wili,daing service as to the Lord and 


‘ay, very many, passages which will carry 
‘a manitest contradiction to the right of 
excercising Lordship over one another, and 
Lsome in faveur of making servants of their 
fellowcreatures, but they. were obliged te 
treat them kindly, and notwppress them. 
But since Christ hascome,and introduced 
amore glorious dispensation than that of the 
Mosaiac code, it is required of us, to “Love 
our ueighbors 4s ourselves.”? See his an- 
swer to the question, Whois my neighbour? 


(Luke, 19 Chap, 29 Verse.) And again “I 
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gay unto you, whatsoever ye would that 


the same colour, of the same professions, 


mei should do unto you, do ye even so tojof the same religion, For what reason cid 


them, far this is the law and the Prophets.” 

Here he sums up the matter in afew words, 

all that went before wis to bring as unto 

this, and this we cannot fulfill as long as 

there is a disposition reigning in us that 
ould oppress any. 

b as A Friend of the Distressed. 

The above is from a female pea. | 
shoud be pleased if some of our slave-iol- 
ding cofessors would andertake to defend 
their principles, by auswering it. This, 
bowever, it is believed they dare not at- 
tempt to do. | 

=== ? 
#or the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE LATE 

- PLOT AT CHARLESTON. 

I have read some account, in a late 
paper, of an insurrection at Charleston, %. 
@. by the negroes of that place. The wri- 
ter meotioned that certain black men, by 
the names of Vessey, Monday, &c. were the 
“ring-leaders” in the plot; and after ex- 
pressing’ some pleasure in its being in the 
power of the people of Charleston, to pun- 
isi, with death, the principal offeaders, 
gues on.to glory in the consideration, that 
“We gre pewerful enough to punish, what- 
ever THEY are vile enough to plan!” {do 
not wish it tobe understood that | am about 
to justify the conduct of these negroes; | 
by no means approve the plot, but have the 
utmost aversion to any thing of the kind; 
ye must confess that this expression 
struck me with some weight, and mtrodu- 
ce:l me into. serious consideration on the 
subject; and believing that my fellow citi- 
zens, as well as myself, may take a useiw 
bint from the circumstance, | have noted 
down the resuit of my reflections. 

[ immediately turned to the declaration 
ef independence, in 1776; and, on perusing 
it, | found that the united Colomes com- 
plained of the King of England, as a tyran- 
nical oppressor, in that of appointing rulers 
ef his own choosing; deciding causes of 
himself; neglecting a proper attention to 
their complaints; imposing heavy taxes, 
without consent of the people, &c. &c.— 
‘Phey said, moreover, that he was a 
prince who was not fit to bear rule over 
such a people. I found that in considera- 
tion of these, and other things of a similar 
pature, they felt themselves fully justifia- 
bie in taking ‘up arms,-and ricuTine for 
their tiserty. Fightiag against whom? 
against. their @vethren, in everr sense of 


e word; brethren of the same bleed, of 


they thus break through the laws of moral 
rectitude? Because they declared, that 
“FREEDOM is ihe NaTURAL right of 4LL 
men,” (the truth of which € have never 
heard disputed by any reasonable autiori- 
ty.) Well, I thought, are we republicans, 
possessed of the same love of Siberty, that 
we were possessed of in 1776? for, after 
several years’ conflict, and the luss of much 
biood and treasure, freedom was obtained, 








and the heroes who fell a sacrifice for the 
country, or who distinguished themselves 
by their good policy in warfare, were re- 
nowned by the historians; poets sung their 
praises; and great firing and parade was 
made in every part of the Republic, where 
they chanced to make their appearance: 
and yet because a few black men, mustly 
uader greater oppression front indivituals, 
now in these days, made some arrangements 
for gaining their liberty, they were execut- 
ed, with very little consideration. 

Perhaps some may think their slaves in 
as happy situations as though they were 
free. But the proper way te discover the 
error of this opinion may be to suppose 
ourselves enslaved by some inhuman pi- 
rates, and sold to the Algerines or Arabs, 
who might think themselves pretty clever 
fellows: in this situation we should reflect, 
that we, and our offspring perhaps, were 
doomed to drag out wretched lives of mi- 
serable slavery, and that of this there was 
not likely to be an end unless the righteous 
interposition of Heaven should take place. 
We will go on to suppose, that, according 
ly, we should wear out a short life of the 
greatest haman wretchedness; and death 
itself would bearelief. Our offapring grow 
up, and in the greatest degree of ignorance; 
and having mever seen any of their des- 
cription in the possession of any thing that 
was real enjoyment, they would, in that 
debased situation, readily conclude, that if 
their irep-heaated oppressors would only 
use them well, that is, hide their naked- 
ness, give them a moderate portion of vic- 
tuais, and not oppress them too much with 
lébour, they would as willingly be slaves 
as free: especiall; as their masters had 
found it to their interest to persuade them 
that they were better off in that situation 
than in a state of freedom. In this situa- 
tion of things, suppose the Congress of the 
United States to take these poor creatures, 
whom we have supposed in Airica, to the 
country of their forefathers, give them a 





magral and christian, as well as scientific 
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education; and suffer them to enjoy, a- 

menest men, the liberty of men; and if one; 
@n ten thousand would prefer slavery in! 
Africa to this state, then [ am ignorant. 
In the same manner, let any master in the 
© States educate his slave, transport him, 
to a region where he can enjoy the commen | 
Hibertv of a free country; and if after being) 
placed in this situation, he prefers a state | 
of ienorance and servitude, I shall again 

contess my ignorance, 

But to return to the plot: [ have no doubt! 
dhat Moses was considered as a very dis 
advantageous personage by the Egyptians, 
and.if he had undertaken a scheme for the 
relief of the Israelites, similar to that which 
the necroes of the south undertook, he 
would,in all probability, have been executed 
with as little ceremony as those negroes 
were. But,as the time appointed by Pro- 


vidence for the release of the Israelites} 


Rad come; and, as he went about it in 2 
wav ordered by Providence, he succeeded. 
So, as Providence is pleased to indulge 
wonderful sinners a while longer, who hold 
his childrenin bondage, and as the conspi 
rators did not go about it in a right man- 
ner, the citizens of the South were permit- 
Zed. once more, to escane the impending! 
destruction, and to punish the offended; 
and net only to punish them with death, 
but togtory in the consideration, that “We 
are powerful enonch to punish whatever 
fhey arz vile enough to plan!” 

It the reports of the Marshalls be cor- 
rect, the nlacks are in some places, more 
Sy merons than the whites; and as the cli- 
mate suits their constitutions better, their 
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scientific knowledge. But such unreasop- 
able restrictions as these, go only to~in- 
crease our own guilt, and hasten the day, 
which we may wish never to see! Do we 
expect that the justice of God will sleep 
loreverr or do we think bim unable to pun- 
ish us? In either case I think +e shall be 
mistaken and, unless a speedy repentance, 
and a great change in the conduct of slave- 
holders towards their slaves, take place, 
they will, if they escape the punishment of 
a. insurrection during their short stay on 
Girth, not escape the horrors of a guil 
conscience in an Eternal World! 


JOHN. 
p 


For the Genius of Universal Emancipatiog: 
IKENEUS TO SOPHRONIA. 
NO. XiL. 
My VERY APFECTIONATE SisTER— 

{n a former communication I gave it as 
my opinion, that slaveholding, by men whe 
projess tu be the disciples of Christ, an@ 
heirs of Eternal happiness, is one of the 
inost powertal means which is used by the 
prince of darkness, to prevent the removal 
of that heavy curse from our Country of 
boasted freedom; and that it contributes 
more to the encouragement of other ini- 
quitous practices, than any thing else,tif we 
except divartce, which is, T presume, the 
great legitimate’ parent of all the oppress- 
luns that have ever existed on earth, among 


iboth Saints and Sinners! 


To see men holding their fellow men ia 
a state of entire vassalage, who call them- 
selves republicans, acknowledge the righte 
of man, as expressed in the declaration of 
























increase will, likely, be greater. Soitap-jour National Independence, and boast te 

ars that it will not be long before the ne-jall the world of American freedom, is te 

oes will lack nothing but another “ring-|see a contradiction between profession an@ 
Poter” to massacre us all on the spot. It 1s practice, but when we see men unbdlushing- 
@ail by some, in objection to this sentiment, ly hold their species in perpetual slaverye 
that there are always some slaves, whose | who not only acknowledge this, but profess 
attachment to their owners is so creat, that to be the humble, meek, and self denying 
mo plot can ever go into effect without dis-| followers of the Lamb—and some of 
eoverv; and that a state of long servitude) them dignified too, with the sacred office of 
hes debased them in such a manner, that, the Ministry, proclaiming themselves her- 
they are not qualified! to ascend into pow-|alds of salvation to falilen man; and pub- 
er; thus indulging a vain hope, that their! licly minister in holy things, is to see.in my 





gafety is fully established. But they who humble opinion, Antichrist equipped witl 
geason thus, argue as if there was no God every appendage calculated to render hie 
in the world, Do we expect, that by de- deformity not only complete, but conspice 
basing the mindsof the slaves, and confin-| uous, even 'to a purblind observer. What 
Ing them to hard servitude, in such man- « subject of astonishment to superior intel« 
wer as to prevent anv improvement, we ligence’, to behold those men, standing ia 
een prevent the judgments of the Almighty the sacred pulpit, pretending Heavenly 
from overtaking us? If so, then it would commission and warning others of the con- 
be good policy for all to pass laws, 28 some sequences of ‘sin, whilst themgelves are 


@f our clave states have done, to prevent| violently holding numbers of (hair our 
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brethren of the human race, who stand as 
high in the scale of being as they do, in worse 
than Algerine bondage; living in affluence}. 
on the toil and sweat. of unlettered unsinfor- 
med, degraded, fellow mortals; and while 
by their words they are warning sinners\ 
to forsake their wickeduess, they are, by 
example, emphatically saying to  thein: 
“Be ye followers of us, as ye have us for an 
ensainple,” and oppress your fellow men, 
as we also do! 

Thus the hands of evil doers are strength- 
avd, and the dol, Slavery supported. 
Though Tyrannus Clericus is the owner of 
several siaves, yet he ascends the sacred 
desk with all the importance of a prelate, 
without any apparent compuncfion for his 
injustice lu extorting the labour, earnings, 
aud sweat, of the whole lifetime of a part 
of the Redeemer’ss blood, and with the 
zeal of a Missionary, warns his listening 
audience to flee from the wrath to come, 
and assumes the divine authority of offer- 
ing tuem pardon afd salvation through the 
merits of Christ; though, slavery has never 
yet made any part of his catalogue of 
aimes! Should Tyrannus Cleracus take 
it into his head to adopt the language of 
Paul, aud inform his hearers that he was 
#Crucified tothe sais? the people would 
need no other criterion jthan his manner of 
life, to judge the corrrettness or incorrect- 

ness of lus assertions, : 

Phe slavehoiding part of .Tyranzus’ 
@ongregation, with others of opposite cha- 
racters and opinions, listen to iim with the 
most profound attention, and many of them 
seein to devour his doctrines with as much 


ury, and are living testimonials of his ant», 
christian life, ’ 


Bat the mystery to me is, how religious, 
men and women, who are conscientiousig 
opposed to slavery, can. reconcile their re- 

ceiving the sacrament at such hands with 
consistency, which many of them do with- 
out hesitation; or kow they can bid God 
speed to such preachers by attending o@ 

their ministry, without incurring gwilf 
I cannot immagine. - Surely «some uncom- 
mon stupor; or moral lethargy has pervaded 
their minds! These last, strengthen the 
hands of professors. in siave-helding, by 
keeping them in their religious societies, 
suffering such to preach, and by attending 
on tneir ministry, and receiving the sacra- 
ment when they administer it; and those 
preachers &c. support non professors iv 
the horrid deed; so that, directly, and indi« 
reectly, the system. is supported by a 
religious, double prop! Whereas, if in- 
stead of encouraging the inhuman praciice 
of slavery by -keeping slave-holders, an€ 
slaveholding preachers in church fellowship, 
the different religious societies would parity 
their churches by excommunicating such 
members, and refuse any more of-the kind 
an admission into them in fature, it could 
not be long before the disgraceful stain te 
religion, and politics, would be wiped away 
from our nation. 

_ The Apostle Paul, in the V Chapter and 
1ith verse of his first Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, has strictly forbidden chris*ians te 
keep company, or even to eat with certaim 
characters therein named, (though they be. 
called brothers) among which, Exctortion- 





as avidity, as ever the swine did the husks, 
necorded in the parable of the predigai gon. 

When Tyrannus hias finished his public 
erations, suited to the Sacramental occa- 
siou, whichhe trequently administers, he 
descends and takes his stand at the head 
of the commuaion table, and there, admin- 
asters the eonsecrated elements, as svmbols 
ef the broken vody, and shed blood of the 
erucified saviour,to the communicants,siave 
hviders,and others, as an act of the most so- 
Jem« devotion; and this he does with bands 
deiiledwith the.gain of oppressiou!—that 
blvodstained oppression, whose introduction 
iatojour country,was procuredbythesorrows, 
the <rouns, the heart-rending’ throes, and 
pt nature death of many thousands of in- 
etfensive fellow beings, and by a long train 
efhereditary vassalageand misery; some of 
these descendants of the surviving victims 
ef avarice and cruelty, have come into his 
apt to minister to his ease and lux- 


“Apprevememoent, in agy literary or 


ers are one: now as the word eatortion, 
| imports wresting or forcing, it is evident 
that slaveholding is one of the highest de- 
grees of extortion; for it was begun by vte- 
lently wresting from men and women on 
unalienable right to freedom, and it is sti 
maintained by like compulsory measures. 
How many millions of the unhappy, unof- 
fending Africans’ have had their native 
right of liberty, and all opportunities of 
pursuing happiness, extorted or wreste® 
from them by christian professing mens 
and torn frem their native heme and 
all its endearing felicities, inte a state of 
unconditional, degrading vassalage, te 
drag out the remains of a painful existence 
in sorrow, want, and woe, with all theip 
succeeding posterity, to contribute to the | 
pride and aggrandizement of many whe §& 
profess to be the adopted heirs of eternal 
salvation, as well a those who make ue 
pretentions to religion ! 
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 eursed thing in their tents, are quietly suf- 


_ attending en their minestry, or when they 
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will awake so as to see the necessity of in= 
vestigating for themselves in eternal thinga, 
1 know not, but it is evident to me, that the 
} case loudly calls for some efficient means 
to be used, for the removal of these enor- 
mous stumbling blocks from the Christian 
Church! _Some of them undertake, by 
wresting the scriptures to justify the prac- 
tice, though but few of them of late, have 
ventured out in the public printsin its de- 
fence; whilst these who make no preten- 
tions to religion, generally content them- 
selves in reaping the profits of slavery 
without controverting the subject, bein 
safely forted from the arrows of guilt, be- 
hind religious slavehoiding clergyimen and 
others. One case, however, has occured in 
the course of my travels, in which the low- | 
est grade of foul-moythed vulgarity, bil- 
lingsgate, ribbaldry and threatnings with 
the law, were the arguments used by a nop 
professor of religion, against the triends 
of human rights; and by one thdt would 
wish to be ranked in the class of gentlemen, 
though his language was too vulgar to pro- 
ceed from the mouth of a decent slave. 
But notwithstanding the mighty grasp 
which avaricious men have taken on the 
bloody chain that binds the sabie sons and 
daughters of bondage, and the unwillings 
ness of many to loose the tiger-like gri 
yet the prospects cf the African Jubilee 
are brightening in the world, and the day 
star of their deliverance seems to have risem 
above the horizon. ‘The groans of the op- 
pressed have reached the lofty heavens, and 
the sighs of the afflicted have pierced the 
chrystal vaulted skies; and an Angel of 
Consolation has descended to the earth, to 
soften the adamantine beart of man, and 
to inspire him with a spirit of philanthropy 
and humane sensibility. ‘Ihe slavehoiderg, 
of humane principles, have become weary 
of holding the chain, and are praying tor 
deliverance. ‘The Heavenly Cherub has 
gone forth among the people, and the pub- 
lic mind is moved with commiseration for. 
the suffering victims. ‘The nations are 
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in, and holdere of the descendants of the 
imported human victims, sacrificed at the 
bloody shrine of avarice, to be clear of the 
blood-guiltiness of the first kidnappers and 
importers, seeing they justify them in the! 
horrid deed, by witlingly partaking of the 
epoil! And if all the righteous blood which 
had been shed upon the earth, from the 
‘Blood of “bel to the blood of Zacharias, 
who perished between the temple & thie al- 
tar, wes required of the Jews, living at the 
fame of. the incarnation. of Christ, i am 
persuaded that our holders of slaves, and 
@aders inhuman flesh, had need tremble 
at the heavy demand which Eternal Justice 
ay yet make on them for those rivers of 
African blood which shall be found in their 
skirts! Itis evident to me, that all that 
are willingly interested in the protits a- 
rising from the horid system, whether by 
traffic, labor, donation, or in any other way, 
are abettors of, and accomplices in the ori- 
jnal crime, and yet (but tell it not in Hin- 
ostan, nor in the South Sea Islands, lest 
they call us hypocrites) some of these very 
men, preachers, as well as others, pretend 
to be the genuine followers*of Him that 
said; “Love thy neighbour as thyself”— 
“Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye also even the same to them” 
&c. but the tree is known by its fruits. 
‘The most of our slaveholding ministers of 
wighteousress, are very zealous in enfor-| 
@ing on their white hearers, the command 
of Christto “search the Scriptures,” and| 
yet are saying by their conduct, as the Le- 
gislatures of some of the states have said by 
their legislative acts,—our slaves shall not 
obey that command, for they shall not be 
learned to read. And as there is a blessing 
“pronounced in the first chapter of Revela- 
tion on such as read and understand the 
prophecy of that book, these clergymen 
who refuse to learn their slaves to read, and 
the above Legislatures, as good as say, that 
if the salvation of their .slgves depends on 
the reading and understanding of the pro- 
ophecy, and on “searching the Scrip. 











as 


tures,” that they shall be eternally lost, for 
instruction they shall not obtain! 
Winile these clerical Jeans with the ac- 


fered to pollute the priestly effice, the 
“Amalekites,” or, to dron a aaee cor- 
raptions, will prevail, until religion shall be 
buried under the rubbish of avarice and cu- 
pidity,and devotional exercises becomes 
a mere farce! 

How long conscientious professors will 





coutinue to wound the cause of religion by 


pa 


priests, is growing ont of repute; 


combined to put a stop to the infernal traf- 
fic, and to restore, in part, the rights of 
man, The southern climes of the new 
world have decreed the inandate of tree- 
dom to the sunburnt race, whici: are im 
their borders; and thousands in the north« 
ern, hail the auspicious event, and are pray- 
ing for its accomplishment in their owm 
dominions. 

Nor has African Slavery alone, attract- 
ed the attention of the world of mankind, 


but the usurped tyranny of kings and 
from 
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present appearances, I venture to look for-, 
ward with pleasing anticipation to a time! 


But some have been bold to assert, even 
contrary to their own better judgment, 


not very far distant, when the rights of man| that those proceedings did not interest 


shall be universally acknowledged. in the 
eiv'tized world; and when every monarch 
shail be deprived of his throne by long pro- 
voked Providence, whetlrer he be the gov- 
erring Emperor of fifty millions of people, 
the King of twenty millions of subjects, or 
the ruling Despot over from one to a thou- 
sand African Slaves. 

Thy affectionate brother. 

| IRENEUS. 


= 
For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 


* TO THE EDITOR. 


you not think it 


i 


them (the slaves) in any way. 1 woul 


say to such, were you pl.ced in their situ- 
ation, would you not think it right, would 
bhmane, would you nof 
think it actually the part of christians, te 
use all lawful endeavours to restore you to - 
your liberty? rem would you not think i¢ 
their reasonable duty? As it is written, 


sow to yourselves in righteousness, and 
‘reap in mercy. ' 
| Itis time to seek the Lord, for remem- 


ber, “he hath shewn thee O man, what is 
good, and what the Lord requireth of thee 
—but todo justly, love mercy, and walk 


As I was contemplafing on the ways of humbly with thy God.” 


mankind, I took up my bible and opened on 
these words: “Lord how Jong shall the wick- 
ed trinmph, they break in pieces thy peo- 
ple, 0 Lord, and afflict thine heritage; yet 
they say the Lord shallnot see, neither 
shall the God of Jacob regard it.” This, 
@Mhought I, is the language of too many 
slave hoiders in our day: they say “the 


Lord shall not see, neither shall the God’ 


ot Jacob regard it.” Again it is written, “rob 


not the poor because he is poor; neither. 


oppress the afflicted in the gate, for the 
Lord will plead their cause, and spoil the 
soul of those that spoiled them.”’ 

Now if keeping our fellow mortals in a 
state of involuntary servitude is not “rob- 
bing the poor,” Iam at a loss to know 
what robberyis. If it is not ‘“oppressing 
the afflicted,” I know not what oppression 
is. But it ought to be borne in mind tho’ 
there be none now to plead their cause, yet 
the Lord, the great I Am, will in his own 
pes time, take their cause into his own 

ands; and “he will spoil the soul of those 
that spoiled them.” An eminent author 
observes. “Every ramification of the doc- 
trine-that one rational creature can be- 
@ome the property of another, is totally’re- 
pugnant to the rule ofequity, the rights of 
mature, and the existence of civil society, 
Terrestrial governments are established 


for no other purpose than to execute the’ 


divine will, to secure our individual immu- 
nities, and to promote the harmony and 
prosperity of those whose national affairs 
they direct: hence, the attrocious crime 
for which the men of 1776 declared George 
the third atyrant, and unworthy. to reign 


‘live in the spirit an 


{ would wish to say to slave holders, who 
practice of slavery, — 
that God hath appointed a day in the which 
he will judge the world in righteousness, 
when the secrets of all hearts shall there be 
‘disclosed, and your blackest midnight 
‘crimes will be there unfolded: your sins 
will all be brought forward and arrayeth 
against you. Do you think you will be a- 
ble to stand in that great and terrible day 
of the Lord? 

Can your slaves then protect you; can 
they then administer to your necessities; 
can they save you from the gaping pit of 
destruction; can you then, in that tryin 
moment, putthem between yourselves a 
danger; will they hide you from the frowns 
of an angry God; can they keep you out of 
the pit where the worm dieth not, and the. 
fire is not quenched? If conscience an- 
swers in the reverse, i€ is then high time 
for you toawake from sleep; it is time. for 
you toturn from your impious work of 
tyranny, and tremble at the awful storm 
of divine wraththat is hanging over your. 
guilty heads, and repent in sackcloth and 
ashes. For behold ye who have been exalt- 
ed te the heavens, shall be cast down to 
hell? The final period of -your crimes is 
rapidly approaching —We trust the grand 
Milleniumis at hand, when tyranny and 
all its attendants shall be buried in ruins. 
O my christian brethren let us join in fer- 
vent supplication at the throne of grace, 
that God would devise some means by 
which the flinty and obdurate hearts of 
slave holding tyrants may be softened, that 








they may “break every yoke, undo the hea- 


over a free people, may be retorted upon, vy burdens, and let the oppressed go free? 
themselves; and with the additionol obli-|O ye oppressors, God shall shoot at you 


quy that resultsfrom their own censures| with an arrow, suddenly 


“attached to its perpetration,” 


shall you be 
woanded; and if yeu will not repent of this 
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lege erste errs wore cateneee es 
HIGH-HANDED MEASURES 
IN’ ILLINOIS ! 

Some very extraordinary proceedings 
bave lately taken place in the legislature 
of Illinois, which seem to have excited a 
burst of indignation that may lead to im- 
portant results.—See page,140 of this pa- | 
per.—~lit appears that by some scandalous 
management they obtained a majority to’ 
recommend the Call of a convention to al- | 
ter their State Constitution, for the pur- 
pose of mtroducing Slavery! 

So much for the wisdom of those dough- | 
Faced politicians in Congress, who yielded 
to the importunities, the threats, and the 
s of Clay, and his co-adjutors, the | 
advocates of perpetual, interminable sia- | 
very in Missouri. The devotees of craniad 
ny are emboldened to push their efforts, 
and endeavour to extend their usurpations. 
Dissatisfied with the circumscribed limits 
within which they have the power to lord. 
it over their fellow-creatures, and viewing 
with an eye of malignity the virtuous fame 
of those who practice what they profess, 
like Satan, when he turns his face towards 
the gates of Paradise, they long to under-, 
mine the intervening barriers, and tet in’ 
the floods of corruption. 

But can we for a moment suppose they 











pable of so glaring an act of inconsisten- 
cy, and of exhibiting such an evidence of 
political and moral depravity. 





An Alabama paper, now before me, has ® 
cut, prefixed toan advertisement fora’ sale 
of negroes, representing a platform, simi- 
lar to those sometimes used by auctioneers, 
with a negro standing on it, and two men 
by the side of it, as Sidders, while the cri- 
er isin the attitude of performing his abom- 
inable buariess. Hail America! thou land 
of hypocrites; I blush to call thee mv na- 


OOM. . ‘ 
tive country, while such scenes as this are 


witnessed within thy borders, Thy 
sons and daughters can anathematize the 
Mahometans, for doing the SAME THING 
of which they themselves are guilty; they 
can talk of preaching the gospel of Christ 
to the heathen, when, at the same time; 
they know not what it is, or, are knowingly 
and daily violating its clearest provisionss 
they prate about republicanism, while they 
are,ipso facto using their utmost exertiong 
to pepetuate in the bosom of their country, 
and under their own eyes, the most abom- 
inable and bloody despotism that ever ex- 
isted upon the face of the earth! Is it pos- 
sible that the blessings of Heaven wil! con- 
tinue to descend upon a people guilty of 


will succeed?—Heaven forbid !—We can-| such diabolical practicest—No:—the dark 
not pgs the debasing thought. We electric cloud, the wrath of Jehovah, will 
cannot believe that liberty is retrogading burst upon their heads; and nature’s aven- 
in the West. But the “Spirit of Despot- ging arm, a smothered volcanoe on which 
ism” is struggling violently tor existence; they daily tread, will one day explode, & 


and having gained a momentary advantage, 
so far as to check the movements of its ad- 
versary, attempts to carry the cantest be-. 
yond the confines ofits own territory. It re-: 
mains to be seen how soon its minions will | 
be hurled from the seat of authority, when, 
it is discovered that they have luted | 
with their poisonous breath, the air which 
none but free men breathe, and when they 
have profaned with their unhallowed foot- 
steps the temple dedicated to liberty. 
itizens of the State of Illinois! Are you 
prepared to view with complacency these 
outrageous aah n of your servants in 
the legislature? Will you sanction the di- 








abolical procedure when you next make 
known your sentiments through the me- 
dium of the ballot box? . I hesitate not to! 
Say it is impossible; and that you are inca- 


hurl them to the gates of irremmediable 
ruin!! Slave holders awake from your 
delusion!—These thi will most surely 
be verified. It is ascertain as fate, It is- 
the experience of all ages, and nations. 
Tyranny of every kind must be destroyed. 
‘Look at the present state. of the world 
where despotism prevails—In European 


| Turkey, Spain, Portugal, South America 


and Mexico, Havoc and Destruction stalks 
abroad; and tyrants tremble at the frowns 
of ETERNALJUSTICE. Turn I beseech 
ou, from your works of oppression, or if 
will assuredly be your lot, bye amd bye. 





It is no uncommon thing to hear our good, 
liberty loving, religion professing, southern | 
slaveholders declaim with vehemence, now 


a days, against tha foreign slave trade. And. 
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our wickedness, he willsay of youas was 
said of Ephraim, “he is joined to his Idols, 
—let him alene’*® — 

We are placed here to execute the di- 
vine will, We are commanded to “do :n- 
toall mewas we would they should do un- 
te us.”? “Were we placed in their situa- 
tion, conld- we wish them fhat might have 










ef saitering humanity to sit neutral? 





Ah stop!'—thow dost me fatal wrongs "> 
Nature will yet rebel; 


|For L have loved thee very long, 


And loved thee very well,* 

To native skies and peaceful bowers, 
Lsoon shall wing my way; 

Where joy shall lead the circling hours, 
Unless too long they stay! ¢ 


Téa their power to do something tn behalf|O speed fair Sun! thy course divine! 


My Abaila remove.— 
















































Some have said that such a plan can ne-| 

ver be effected; that it is not lawful, ‘that it | 
not reasonahte, that it shoald: be dorie.! 
"They say they found the custom and did/{ 
twat make if; thatit ever has been a custom | 
amd ever Will be;and that it was so order- 
ed thatone man should become the prop- 
erty of another! [ know aman that holds 
these sentiments, and others still more er- 
roneons; butas | do not wish to cast any 
aspersion on individuals 1 only add, that 
if ie or any other person thinks slavery ‘is 
eopsistent. with the Old-or New ‘Vesia- 
ment,or even with our own constitution, 
‘er the rights of man, [dare him to put his 
thoughts on the subject in print. 
LD am eruly astonished that there is so 
many advocates tor slavery, and ‘yet that 
net'one has the assurance to take up his 
pen in defence of their cause. But. it is 
>» evidentthat they are either afraid or a- 
shamed tolet their sentiments be read be- 
fore the public. FREDONIA. 


Sees ee SRE ROR 9 eo 

MUSES’ BOWER. 

Americans. piead for the rigits of munkind — 
Of the bond-man as well as the free: 


Gnrivet the fetters of body and mind, 
* Neath the shade of ear Liberty Tree. 
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For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
ee TO THF. EDITOR. 

Having had the pleasure of perusing a| 
few Numbersof the Genius of Universal 
‘Emancipation, I have taken the liberty to 
seril you the enclosed selection of poetry, 
thinking it suitable for a place in your 
useful work, ifit has not already graced its 
columns. As an advoeate of the Universal 
unalienable rights of mah, believe me your 
assured friend &c. 

: DEATH OF ALICO. 

Ain African slave condemned for rebelion, 


in Janaica, 1762. 
BY BUYANT EDWARDS ESQ. OF JAMAICA. 


Wis past—ah calm thy cares to rest! 
Firm and anmoved am ft: 
Ty freedqm’s canse’ Lb sed my breast, 


‘ 


There thy bright beams shall ever shine, 
And I forever love; é Rise 

On these blest shores—a slave no more ! 
In peacefu!-ease Pil stray; 

Or room to chase the mountain bear, 
As unconfin’d as day! 

No christizn tyrant there is known 
fo mark his steps with blood, 

Nor sable misery’s piercing moan 
Resounds through ev’ry wood! 

Yet ( have heard the melting tougue; 
Haveseen the falling tear, 

Known the good heart by pity wrun 
Ah! that such hearts are rare! 

Now christian glut thy ravish’d eyes 
I reach the joyful hour! 

Now bid the scorching flames avise,: 
And these poor limbs devour ! 

But know, pale tyren', *is net thine’ 
Eternal war to wage; 

The death thou giv’st shall but combine 
To mock thy baffled rage! ! 

O death! how welcome to th’ opprest?! 
‘Thy kind embrace I crave! 


> 
s 


1 


‘| Thou bring’st ta mis’ry’s bosom rest, 


and freedom to the slave! 





* He is supposed to address his wife at 
the place of execution. 


at | Sa . 
From the N. ¥. Spectator.—[gxrr cry] 


APOSTROPHE TO THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


There is blood on thy desolate shore, 

Thou island of plunder and slaves! 
Thy billows are purpled with gore, 

And murder has crimson’d thy waves 5 
Th:- vengeance of nations will come, 

And wrath shall be rain’d on thy head; 
‘Through terror, thy voice shall be dumb, 
“When they ask for théir brothers who bled 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
ronia ,” 


Several No’s of “Ireneus te Soph 
also of the’ “Modern Listener,”, and 
ithe “Juvenile Philanthropist,” are on files 
‘They, as well as the communications of 
“4, C2 and “J. P2? shall appezr, a8 soom 
as there may be room, , 


“9A. and *£.C." isin type. 














4 | Tyfreedom’s eause I die! 





Reveral othets are under censidaganiene 






